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(0191) 383 3239

A 1⁄2 mile stroll in upland countryside
A VILLAGE WALK OFF THE WEARDALE WAY

This walk is brought to you by The Mineral Valleys project, supported by the Heritage Lottery
fund, led by Natural England and implemented by local communities in conjunction with
Durham County Council, Tel 0191 383 3239.

For information on public
transport: - contact traveline via
www.travelinenortheast.info
or tel: 0871 200 22 33

This walk lies within the
North Pennines Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
www.northpennines.org.uk

Tourist Information,The Dales Centre, Stanhope.Tel 01388 527650
www.durhamdales.co.uk
Killhope,The North of England Lead Mining Museum,Tel 01388 537505
www.durham.gov.uk/killhope
The Weardale Museum, Ireshopeburn.Tel 01388 537417 www.weardalemuseum.co.uk
About a mile west of Wearhead is Burnhope Reservoir, which opened in 1937.
The flooding of the Burnhope valley submerged six farm buildings and their outhouses.
There is parking both ends of the dam and a permissive footpath provides a pleasant
walk around the reservoir.

Other local attractions
Reproduced from Ordnance Survey mapping. Durham County Council (License No. 100019779) 2006.
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4 After crossing the
Killhope Burn at Westfall
Bridge, turn right along
Front Street for a
pleasant village walk.

Weardale Way

If you look to the steep
hillside to the east of the
village you will see evidence
of shallow shafts and hushes
which were the early methods
used to extract lead and
iron.

Wearhead

In and Around

Wearhead

4
3 At the northern end
of the footbridge, which
crosses Burnhope Burn,
bear right and follow
the green lane footpath
past the school.



3

5 By the telephone box, take the
bridleway on your right and you will
find yourself walking along Killhope
Burn before it joins Burnhope Burn to
become the River Wear.
5
1 Start at Wearhead Bridge and look west.
The River Wear starts where Killhope Burn
and Burnhope Burn join.
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1
2
As more meadow and grazing
land was cleared, farming
spread and, combined with
the discovery of lead veins,
the population increased.

KEY:
village walk

SCALE:

Weardale Way

50m

100m




The first settlement
at WEARHEAD
would undoubtedly
have been a
farmstead, possibly
a summer base
for the Bishop’s ca
ttle which would
then be taken to low
er ground
to over winter.



common blue
butterfly
Wearhead st
ands at the
head of the
River Wea
r.
The
village is 11
04 feet ab
ov
e
sea-level an
d lies to th
e
south west
of BURNHOPE
SEAT
which is 2452
feet above
sea level.

2 Take the footpath to the south
of the bridge and follow Burnhope
Burn in a westerly direction.

Toilets Telephone
150m

Follow the Mineral Valleys
Walk signs.
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